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I Found a Hummingbird 
It fell next to the potted Geranium in October.
I called for someone through the porch screen,
the bird cupped in my hands,
afraid the slippery iridescence would seep through 
the cracks between my fingers;
eyes, pivots of soot, the 
dead space stars leave behind when they
finally burn out.
 
I buried it beneath the roots
of a crabapple tree, 
and wondered if the autumn 
smoldering on the skin of its fruits
had always looked so lovely.
Jessica DeWent
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